
 
NOTE FROM THE AUTHORS  

 
When we wrote this book in 1983, U.S. schools 
were contending with increasing number of 
students from other countries whose first 
language was not English and who had varying 
levels of competence with the language. 
Schools were primarily concerned with helping 
these students understand spoken English and 
speak enough English to feel comfortable in 
their new surroundings. While they were 
learning English, usually in separate language-
learning classes, they were expected to use 
whatever curriculum materials their regular 
classes were using. In language arts, that most 
often was a program that included a basic 

textbook along with ancillary worksheets and activities for building specific 
skills. These programs were not designed for English language learners and 
seldom met the students’ needs, but few of the teachers knew what else to use 
for instruction.  
 
We worked closely with many teachers who faced these challenges and found 
that the Language Experience Approach (LEA) could be effectively adapted to 
help the students read and write the language they were learning orally. This 
book describes the adaptations we helped these teachers use to make learning 
more meaningful and rewarding for their students. In suggesting procedures 
and activities, we were informed by our own work with LEA through the 
years, both in reading clinics and regular classrooms, and our understanding 
of how best to help students meet the curricular demands of the grades they 
were in.  
 
The book is dated now, from the cited scholarly references to the classroom 
examples and suggested resources, but the basic principles of helping students 
learn to read and write with LEA are as sound now as they were then. We 
hope a new generation of teachers will find the book of use as they face their 
own challenges helping students improve their reading and writing in English 
literacy while developing competence as listeners and speakers.  
 
Carol N. Dixon 
Denise Nessel 
2024 
 
When this book went out of print, the copyright reverted to us. We posted this digital copy 
at www.literacytalk.info and give our permission to download it from there for personal 
use. 




































































































































































































































































